New Views and Ventures
cally the accession of a Liberal ministry is accompanied by rumours of the universal distrust with which Liberal diplomacy inspires Continental chanceries. That of course can never be otherwise than a fiction. To-day it is in exceptionally glaring contradiction to the known facts. " Votre roi" remarked the other day a foreign diplomatist of the highest rank, " a la maitrise de ?Europe" In the eighth year of the present reign the foreign public and even foreign diplomatists see the one responsible author of British policy in the king, who does, they think, make an excellent Minister for Foreign Affairs. In passing, it may be observed that the alleged unpopularity of Liberal diplomatists associates itself with a small diplomatic incident which happened in London about the beginning of Lord Granville's third Secretaryship. The incoming Prime Minister, Gladstone, had said one could put the finger on no point on the map at which Austria's influence was not exerted for evil. Journalistic and personal agencies sedulously aggravated the offence taken at these words by the Austrian Embassy in London and by the Imperial court at Vienna. Lord Granville had no difficulty in showing Gladstone's words about Austria to be mild in comparison with Salisbury's attacks on Russia. Through Granville's mediation the affair ended by the British premier disclaiming any idea of personal reflection upon the house of Hapsburg.
The close and practical connection between our Foreign Office and our court has been mentioned. The novelty consists not in the fact, but in the cordiality of its recognition and in the universal satisfaction caused by the results attributed to it William III. was indeed 2C*                          403